
Vernon County Agricultural and Extension Education Committee 

Meeting Minutes – July 27, 2017 

11:00 a.m. – UW-Extension Conference Room 

 

Chairman Kevin Larson called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. in the UW Extension 

Conference Room.  Present were: Larson, Ofte, Mitchell, Pulvermacher, Lenzendorf, Traastad 

and Craig Saxe.  

 

The public meeting notice was e-mailed to the Vernon County Computer Department and faxed 

to the County Clerk on July 12, 2017. 

 

Ofte moved, Mitchell seconded, to approve the minutes as printed.  Motion carried. 

 

The next meeting date for the committee is set for August 10, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. in the first floor 

conference room, Erlandson Office Building. 

 

Craig Saxe was introduced as the Area Extension Director for the newly formed area position.  

Craig shared his background and most recently served as Agriculture Educator for Juneau 

County. 

 

Traastad shared the UW-Extension contract amendment to the current 133 contract with the UW-

Extension system.  This amendment continues the past contract written for the time period of July 

1, 2016 to June 30, 2017 fiscal year.  The amendment is written for July 1, 2017 to December 31, 

2017 to bring the agreement into a calendar year time line.  No increases in salaries and a 

decrease in fringes from 51.6% to 44.6% was noted. 

 

Ofte moved, Mitchell seconded to approve the 133 contract extension to December 31, 2017.  

Motion carried. 

 

Discussion held on Cooperative Extension’s proposed changes for county offices and particularly 

Vernon County’s possible scenarios.  UW-Extension offers to have local access (presence) 

available in each county.  Counties can select the services that they feel best serve their citizen’s 

needs and the county will pay a flat fee for the service.  It was discussed how this differed from 

the traditional 60 / 40 split agreement used for many years.  Also, these flat fees include services 

of area specialists that will serve the county. 

 

These positions or services will need to be considered to develop the 2018 department budget.  

There is variation in the flat fees depending on the positions or services considered.  Future 

discussion will be needed at the August 10, 2017 Agriculture and Extension Education 

Committee meeting. 

 

Ofte moved, Mitchell seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

Minutes submitted by:  Karen Ehle-Traastad 


